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g vesder will find in avother purt of to-day’s
S s Proclamation of £ President of
“the United States, issucd on the Ist iustant, in

e

URDAY, JANUARY 38, 1863,

THE EMANCIPATION EDICT.

~ pursuance of the purpose announced in his Procla-
“mation under date of last September 22d.

ba h‘* or i6 will be secn that Mr. Liacoln,
’ktﬂh ‘the power which he assumes to be

- yested in him a8 Commander-in-Chief of the Army

m‘dﬂﬁ United States, in time of actnal
-armed rebellion agaiust the authority and Govern-
mient of the United States, and as a fit and neces-
gary “ war measure” for suppressing said rebellion,
*"wiﬂ'l and designates ”” ecriain ““States and parts
of States wherein the people thereof respectively
“are in rebellion against the United States.”” These

.Btates and parts of States are Arkansas, Tex;a),
‘Lotisians, (exoept certsia parishes desiguated,
mad-tpf:i Alsbama, Florida, Georgis, South
‘Carolins, North Carolins, and Virginis, with the
‘exception of certain desigoated counties'in the lat.
‘ter. In these States and parts of States the Pre-
sident “ orders and deolares that all persons held
a4 slaves axe and henceforward shall be free ; and
‘that the Executive Government of the United
‘Btates, includiog the wilitary and paval aathori-
ties thereof, will recoguise and mlintt';in the free-
dom of such persons.” ‘

The President further enjoins upon the people
80 declared to be free * to abstain from sl viclence,
anless in necessary self-defence,” and * recom-
‘mends to them that in ull cases, when ellowed,

labor faithfally for reasonable wages.” He
finally ¢ declares and makes known " that liborated
slaves of suitable condition will bo received iuto
the armed service of the United States © to garn-
son itions, stations, and other placcs, and
‘to man vessels of all sorts in said serviee.”

We have on many previous ocessions so fully
announced our deliberate opinions with regard to
the legal quality and the practical utility of'such
an edict as the President has now actually uitered,
that we might hold curselves justly absclved from
the task of giving jany rencwed treatment to the
i;giﬂ' it suggests. And if we proceed (o cffer any
observations under this head, it is rather from a
sense of propriety due to the opportunity of t.ha

ent publication, than beesuse of any necessity
1aid upon us to discuss the ediot in citber its prin-
ciples or its probable eff:cts. : .
. In regard to its principles we have ouly to say)
as we ssid in sdvance of its publication, that, ac-
sording to our view of constitutioual law, the form
of this proclamation is unfortunate, because the
theory of Execulive power on which it proceeds
involves s political solecism of the gravest character,
and one which, without at all sacrificing the swi-
stance of his decree, the President might have
avoided by sdopting a different style of langunage.

We do not deny that ithe President, as comman-
dex.in-chief of the army and navy, may, in time of
armed rebellion sgninst the authority and Govern-
ment of the United States, and whilo conducting
war on slaveholding territory, rightfully liberate
glaves, £o far as msy be necessary to the sucoess ?f
his military operstions. And the messure of his
power in this dircetion may be admitted to be
commensurate with the military neoessity under
which he acts, and with the extent to which er can
practieally employ io services suxiliary to his ope-
sations the slaves whom be actually liberates.

Bat it is denied by many (sand we are of their
pmnber) that the Executive department of the
Government has the right to “ order and declare”
that slaves now held to service by virfue of cer-
tain State laws shall on a day fized be ¢ then,
shenceforward, and forever free.”” TFor this style
of language proceeds on the assumplion that the
Exeoutive branch of the Government is, beeaunse of
the enlarged pawers confarred upon it ia the pame
of * military necessity,” endowed with legiti-
mate .;ﬁhorily to repeal or suspend the .&ms of
certain States as respects slavery. 1t implies that
¢he President has a paramount de jure mnfro!'ov'(i'
the law of aslavery, insomuch that Iu.a ca?l.i retain
that law iu its validity and in its obligation on the
dave from the 224 of last September to the 1st of
Janusry, 1883, and unbind its saneticns after the
latter date. :

As we understand the maiter, t.harc.w a great
difference between the sssumption of this preroga-
tive right, which < legislative in its n.'tmre,‘nn.d
the tmancipation of slaves g8 the neceszary inci-
dent of actual military operations, or as the conse-

of legal conviction for troason. It i, a8
we have already said, to cnact a political soleciem
for the “ Exccutive Government”’ todeclare slaves
legelly free where the President has and can hat:c
20 legal jurisdiction over the law of slavery. It is

\o ssxTy into one department the style and langnage

belonging exclusively to snother sphere of political
idess.

A single eitation from the rocentannual meesage
of the President will serve to show the incongruity
as well as inefficacy of this * war measure.” Tn

hat -message, arguing in favor of his projeot for
sipation with compensation to owners, Mr
said :

J liberati {ha slaves is the destruction of pro-
£ g descent or by purchase, the

perty—proper! acquired by des
ne &8 MF Ol{“ P“‘P‘ﬂ,‘-“_u:}f :

samé A

Tt will hardly be probgded that any mere words
d;'ﬁ‘ President, howeges solomnly uttered, can
avail to do that whickf#t 18 0ot in the power of
woeds o do—t 1o destroy propor(y.” A in the

Al pmporty," 8o in that of “‘slave pro-
‘.ﬂ ﬁba t Jostroyed,” it must be by the
sl ap ion of foree and not by the promul-
of & doorec. And the fores is ns vigiroup
st the decree ss wilh it.

W mﬁe 'Pru;dmt has no control over the
law © lly rolstion, his sole authority over t.!.u.t
solation must vesult from sctual force epplied
stress of military neocsity. And this

&
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. - 0 l 2 :w ..' Hﬁ“‘d, nm;licd whesevir

r it is nocesssry o enforoe the laws. 1f,
b, instend of ausping to dec’are
wnoed his ,in sopduot-
~cortain distriots, to hold and

o wat within o
great all slavos as free, so far MM:”!

under the Federal sway, he would have avoided the
objeotion which justly lics agaivst a wore edict of
emaunpipativn. Those who love the Union better
than slavery way bo propared to seo slavery over-
thrown wherever it stands in the wey of na-
tional authority, but they are not prepared to admit
that the President can, by the breath of his mouth,
make or unmske the law of freedom and bondage.
For to declare slaves free does mot lie within the
province of the Kxeeutive Department of the
National Goverament on any theory of the Presi-
deat’s daly, whother as commander-in-chief of the
army and navy or ae a civil ruler, nor can he con-
sistently excrcise this legislutive function any more
in a time of war than of peace. Baut to make slaves
free may not only rightfully, but must almost ne-
cessarily be the incident of his Executive dutics in
condueting large military operations on slaveholdiog
territory.

As to the utility of & ¢ war measure” which ap-
plics only to territory where tke Executive Govern-
ment has to-day no power to enforce the decree, we
have little to say. Indecd little needs to be said,
for the President has made it plain on the face of
the proclamation that, considered merely as a pro-
clamation, the poper is a dead letter. The only
vital part of the document is to be found in the
declaration that “the Executive Government, in-
cluding the military and naval authoritics, will re-
cognise and maintain the freedom’ of the persons
proclaimed to be frce.  And this part of the puper
derives all its vitality from the foree that stands
behind it; not at all from the words that precede
it. And all the freedom that shall accrue to the
slave under this proclamation will result from the
law of force, atd not at all from the declaratory
porlion of the President’s decree. And in this
view, which is self-evident to every mind, we are
not at all surprised to learn, as we do, that the Pre:
sident, in his own private opinion, anticipates lit-
tle, if any, utility from the proclamation of free-
dom, considered 28 a “war measure.” War mea-
surcs depend for their effectiveness on something
stronger than words, and the ¢ war mcasuré”” which
shall astually emancipate a single slave would be
just as cffective wichont a proclamation as with one.
Aud ia so saying it weuld be impossible for us to
st the practical inutility of this paper in a clearer
light.

Bat, while thir is our own view of the probable
ineflicacy of this document, we are glad that it af-
fords an opportunity of fiaally testing the sagacity
of the political couasellors who have persistently
clamored for such a paper “ war measure.” They
have preiicted from its simple utterance the mcst
sigaal results. We cite a few of the promises on
whose falfilicent these prognosticators have staked
their reputation for wisdom, and to the responsibi-
lity for which we shall henceforth continue to hold
their authors.

In the month of July last, when the agitaticn
for a “proclamation of freedom’” was at its height,
the followicg representations were made on the
subject to the New York Evening Pest by a corre-
epondent who had formerly lived in Virgioia ; and
who wrote aiter having, as he said, ¢ conversed
with an old Virginia acquaintance, a recent refu-
gee from Richmord, who for the last year had been
a member of the rebel Gen. Longstreet's family,
aod who, though a man of eolcr, seoms to under-
stand the condition of affairs at the SBouth much
Lotter than some of our Generals.”' What he wrote
under this head was as follows :

“ How strange that our great'men and rulers should oot
ses that 1he stomash is the weak point of the enemy ! He
will have little stomach to fight the bad fight of rebeliion
on su empty stomach. When the great words of liberty
ard frecdom shall be s unded from the high-rlwc( of pow-
er like a frumpet through the lind, the knell of the rebel-
lion will be tolled.

“ But we &1e asked how the negroes on the planlalions
ars to he inlormed of such a decrie of the Government
How little do those who aek such questions know of the
negro character! The negroes are famibar with every
swamp ard mountain pass, through glen aod f.rest. and nt
vight, gmided by the stare, the gospel of freedom would be
cireula'ed from esbin to cabin almost wilh telegraphie
awiftness, The plough would stand still in the furrew, the
ripened graia would remain wnharvested, the cows won d
not be wirtked, the dinners would not be cooked, but ove uni-
verval hall-lujah of glory to Gid, echoed from every valley
and hill-top of rebeldom, would sound the speedy doow of
treason.”

Reproducing these representations in cur eol nmos
on the 31st of last July, we wrote ss followa:

*“Taere is one nspect of the question which rather ia.
clines us tr wish that the Preswlont might find 1t eom-
patible with Lia eonvietions of publie duty to issne some
such paver as thess ¢ompluinants ask at his hends. Wo
are well aseured that it would prove brutum fulseon, butils
demonstrated ine fliciency might perhaps open the eyes of
amiable and sangnine phitanthropiste, who, until the experi
meut is tr.ed, will eontinue to eredit ruch representutions.

“If the * stimneh i+ tha wesk point of the rebels,’ and if
a proclamation of freedom is going to put an end to all
culinnry operstions in the * Coofederste States,” we +hal
conquer & peace niue (he Jess signal for being blood-
less. What won'd this bs but brioging the blockade
bome Lo rvery rebel’s busivess .nd bowe!s 7 When it was
hoped by Mr. Perceval to bring the Franch to reason b
keeping them without (hubarb ard calomel, Siduey Smit
remarked on tha sub'ime spacincle suggested by the thought
that no puirge could be teken belween the Weeer and
Garcnne, and that in conscquence of the Britah Orders
in Couneil the bowels of mankind were locked up for four-
teen cogrees of latitude. Without castor-vil he thonght
the Fiench might for soms months, to ba sure, carry
on & lingering war, but what coyld tLey do wilhout
bark? Would au people live under a Goverpment where
ant monial powders coull not be procured? Would they
bear the loss of merenry, or persist in a war which laid an
embargo on Gedfrey's cordial 7

* Bat Mr. Perceval'a plan of eonqueat and constipation
was nothing s compared with that now commanded to
the ndeption of the President. At his word the plough,
we ars told, would stand stili in the 8. uthern furrow ; the
ripened grain (exeept that already ‘f-mernd for the want
of a proclamation to prevent) would remain unharvested ;
whils vaeaine ug lers throughout the South wonld, for lack
of ebon hands to tend the evwpen, be dovmad to stay their
Inetenl strenms.”

The President, in the proclamastion before us,
has evidently taken theze prophets at their word.
Bat thst fo0 much destitution may not ensue to
their masters from the sudden liberation of the
slaves, he considerately exhopis the lattor to work
a8 usual for tho former, but at * reasonable wagps.”
Why the President should not have ordered thoir
former masters to gire ‘“reasonable wages’ to the
emancipated slaves, 15 well as ¢ recommended”
the latter to faks no more, we are unable to see, for
it appoars to ns that tho duty of cach parly in this
rospect is reciprocal, ang that the President’s power
to effect his object is the same in the case of the
ona &y of the other. It remains to be seen whether
this one sided injunction will be respected by the
“loyal blacks” in theinterest of the “ rebels”” who
wero ongo their masters, bat who have ccased to po
suoch by proclpmation of the President.

That they 101/ coase to be such, by mere force and
effeot of the new proclnmation, is a dogma to which

' the politieal theorists who favor thia proclamation
| are pledged. That our rendors may be jn & posi-
tign o jndge these theorists, we quote the following
statement of the great expeotations founded ou the

proclamation by somé of the President's friends,
in advaage of its publicstion. Wa cite from the
Chicago Tribuaue :
“ Whot good would a proclumation do? eaks s yery
L. 6 sluves find it out 1 bene

it it
to the Univn cause even if they did hear that
residevt hiad pro hom froe? ' As many 1ue
bave been
1

: t
patriols en misled by this of £, we
ask them to coondet @ briel reply bo tha objections raised
againnt the o or ness of sueh proclamstion,

“ First, How the slaves find out that the Prowi-
dent had proclaimed their smancipstion? We rep'y, that
it would start from the ita of our army. The news
would vpread like wildfire. Tie seosssionists themsslves
would scaiter it by telegraph, and rail-car, asd mail-conch.
It would be discussed in every rebel newspaper. whiskey
shop, and fumily. The slaves ure in close and familiar
eontact with their masters snd mistrasses, and with the
children of the masters. 'l hey wiuld hear the news from
ten (housnnd sourees. Tha negroes of the Border States,
of course, would at onee know ail about it, thiough the
soldlers, who would make a point of talling them at the
earlieat moment. The gloricus news waullf spread from
plantation to plantation at night, and be discussed by

roups aud galharings of slaves in woods and swamps.
n the intelligence resched New Orlesns the negroes
there would quickly spresd it nmong tha plantations of
Loawiana snd Toxss. The gunboats woul% reatter the
news along the Mississippi from Cuiro to Viecksburg,
whenee it would spread over Arkansas, Mississippi, and
Tennessee. In truth, the slaves would lenrn that they bad
been proclaimed freemen by the President about as fast na
their rebel mnsters. :

* Becond. What benefit wounld it be to the Union canse if
they did hear that the President had preeluimed thoir free-
dom? Wo answer, quat or rebels.
They rwould lay down the shovel and the hoe. Th y would
believe !km.n’ua to be yreemen. They would }m the
right of the claimant to their services any longer. ]
would refuse to work without wag.s. The whole syitem
of slavery would become demoraliz'd aad undermined,
and in the absence of the white males in tho rebel arm
there woull not be power enough to coerce them by
into bond Resistance of all sorts would be mude. The
slaves would feel that the law was on their side; {hat
their late masters had no 1 nger a legel right to compel
their rervices ; that a master who undertook to foree
a free man to put his neck in the yoke was doing an unlaw-
ful acl—something which be hud no legal authority to at-
tempt. For it is importaut to keep the fact in mind that
the slnves from their infancy have been taught to believe
that they are the property of whits men by law—that the
law, not the arbitrary act of the master, makes them s'aves.
Beiog condemued to servitude by the untern but sll-pow-
erful influsnes called the law, they bow their necks to the
yoke in silent ohedience. The law in sgainet them. They
are 1ha pmgeﬂ.y of the claimant, as were their parents be-
fure them, by virtue of the lnw, and submit to their fate
they must, there being no belp for it, no hope of freedom,
But hark! Massa Lineoln, the great suprems law-giver in
the Union, priclaims them frae men and women. The law
which has bound the chains on their, limbs is i'self broken,
swept wroay or submerged by the higher and more authorita-
tive edict of the President of th: whole Union, who pro-
nounces them emancipated by virtws of an got of the Nation's
Legislature. The voice of ike President would sound through-
oul secessia louder than the seven thunders. In the ears
and hearts af four millions of staves it would carry with it
the weight and anthority of the voice of Jehovah speaking
from the Mount to the children of lsrzel in the wilder-
m“‘“

Wo ure glad that the time has come when the
judgment of those who made such predictions is
to pass the ordeal of inevitable experiment. By
the fulfilment or unfulfilment of these predictions
their repute as political advisers must stand or fall.
Having discharged oursclves of the duty we con-
ccived ourselves to owe to our readers on this sub-
jeet, and sincerely hoping that those who have
counselled the itep taken by the President may
prove to have been wise where we have been fool-
ish, it now remains for us ouly to await the pro-
gress of events, that judicial history may make up
its solemn and irreversible awards in the premises.
To that tribunal we remit the great decision.

We cannot, however, dismiss this subject from
vur present consideration without addre:sing a
few words to loyal and conservative men, especially
in the Border States. If there be any of their
number who, because of the theoretical objections
which they eonceive to lie against the Presidont’s
proclamation, msy be tempted to waver in their
luyalty to the Goveroment, we would ask them to
discriminate bLetween the allegiance due to the
Constitation and that political homage which is
awarded to the temporary incombenls of cfficial
place. No errors of administration committed by
the Jatter can, under institutions like ours, afford
any pretext for a factious, much less for'a revolu-
tionary or disorganizing agitation.

And if there be suy who, because of their addic-
tion to the interests of slavery, may b disposed to
falter in the support they have hitherto given to
the Government, we would ask them too to re-
fleot that in so far as the proclamation, in itself
considered, can have any practical effect, it tends
to protect slavery from the damege which it would
otherwise receive nonder the pure and simple sway of
military force. For theedict limitathe ‘“area of free-
dom,” which it creates theoretically, by excludicg
in fact from the natural operation of this law
of force the entire State of Tennes:ce. In
spreading ever slavery in this State the mgis of
the Federal authority, the President has actnslly
sought to protect so much of slave property from
the destroying effect of mililary operations eon-
ducted on slaveholding territory.

It will hardly be Leld by practiéal minds that
the slaves within cur lives at Port Royal are any
more free to-day, in eonscquence of the President’s
proclamation, than they were before it was pro-
mulged. And as the natural effect of all military
operations at the South is to disturb the relation of
slavery within the arca of those operations, it is
obvious that the most salient trait of the procla-
mation, considered as a proclamation, is to in-
dicate a wish on the part of the President to
preserye slavery in Teonessce from what would
otherwize bo the legitimate incident or consequence
of the war waged on the soil of that State.
Whatever, therefore, may be the theoretical objee-
tions to the edict of the Presideat, we do not per-
ooive that, while the war lasts, the patrons of ala-
very have any thing to complain of so far as regards
the practical operation of the decree, which, if
powerless to destroy slavery outside of the rangoe of
our armies, is cxprossly designed to shelter slavery
in one of the slaveholding States which is still the
theatre of military operations.

RELIEF FOR ENGLAND.

The sbip George Griswold, which in londing st New
York with breadstoffs and provisions fygr the suffering poor
of Loneashire, bas regeived some geven thousgnd barrels
of four and a eonsiderable guantily of eorn, bacon, and
pork. 8he will tske sbout four thousand barrels more,
and be ready to il pl‘ﬂb’l‘.)’, inside of n week,

FROM CORINTH.

Reports from Corinth to Butnrday night stute (hat the
gnerison at that place were on haif rations, but the defi-
clency was supplipd by fursging partien. Col. Lee, with
n large cavalry foree, wae ofll in pursuit of Van Dom,
Traine are running reguintly from Corinth to Jackson, and
thence to Holly Bprings. A Federal force of 3,000 had |
Ieft Trenton on 8 reconnoissance in the direction of the
Tenneasee Fiver.

THE ALABAMA.
Tt in staled that elghteen vegsely of war are now engaged
inthe seaveh for the Alabams, any one of which is a mateh

for her except in speed.  The absence of spred, however,
mukes all the diferance, Toe privatese ann ran away from
| any vessel she finds 100 sirong to sngage. b

Our roaders may reaembor that some wonths
4go, soon after the * Bupplemcutary Despatohes,
Correspondence, and Memoranda’ of the late Duke
of Wellington, as recently published by his son,
had reached this country, we instanced the points
of comparison between some of the wilitary opera-
tions of Wellington in the Bpanish peviosula and
those which have marked the history of our own
war,

A British reviewer, in commenting on this cam-
| paign of Wellington, as dieclosed in the papers de-
siguated, snd in the Gurwood series, observed that
“it affords a proof how, in carrying on a protracted
contest, a settled and constitutional power, even
under very unfavorable conditions, may have ele-
ments of strength and of ultimate sucoess which shall
overthrow a military despotism, though guided by
the highest individual geuius”” And the final
suceess of this campaign was reached in spite of
tho great incapacity and admivistrative blunders
frequently displayed by the British Government,
who on several ceaasions lost the opportunities and
wastcd the resources of the nation, e they failed
.to appreciate the nature of the struggle or the skill
and wisdom of Wellington. Lord Castlercagh, for
instance, drew up a plan of campaign on paper,
which had for its object the capture of Lisbon by
isolated corps detached from England at different
times, proceeding on different lines of operations,
and subject to a happy arrangement that bronght
three Generals-in-chief together to thwart each
.other at the decisive moment—a stratogic achieve-
ment which should  give pause” to such English
critics as might otherwise feel tempted to remark
invidiously on the infelioity of the military combi-
nations devised in this city for the *capture of
Jeckson " in the valley of the Shenandoah after
the expulsion of Gen. vanks from that region in
the month of May last.

We observe that the lesson supposed to be taught
by this interesting chapter in British history has
been educed from the political and military annals
of ‘that time by Mr. Charles J. Stille, in the shape
of a pauphlet entitled “ How a Free People con-
duct & Long War.” He draws a parallel between
the conduet of the Euglish people during the Pen-
insula war and the conduct of our people now. He
finds that the English were by turns *“ unduly ela-
ted and depressed, that complaints of incompetence
and mismanagement were constsutly made and the
Administration vehemently attacked, that the bur-
dens of taxation were heavier, the finances more
disordered, and the sacrifices made by the people
greater thau any thing of the kind known in any
previous war.”

Many citalions are made for the purpose of show-
ing the despondency into which the people were
thrown by the frequent reverses that overtook the
British arms in Spain. At one time, indeed, uni-
versal distrust scized the public mind ; the clamors
against the Cabinet and against the Generals in the
field were violent and unintermitting ; and nothing
but the constancy of a few statesmen and of the great
commander Wellington enabled the nation to per-
sist in its designs. It was, doubtless, owing as
mush to politieal divisions at home as to the inhe-
rent difficulties of the undertaking, that the English
arms did not succeed in driving the French from
the Peninsnla until after five years of stupendous
sud heroio exertion. How the commsnder in the
field was often thwarted in his designs by civilian
incompetence in the military direetion at London,
#od how his energies were chilled by the con-
sciousness that he could oot rely on the generous
support of the political authorities, it does not seem
to have been any very particular part of the writer’s
object to show in the present pamphlet, though these
topies are not wholly overlooked. Anud it will not
be denied that they constitute one of the elements
which largely tended to make the peninsular cam-
paign of Wellington tedious and costly. Under
this head Napier eays :

“Waellington's campaigns furnish lessous for generals of
all nations, but they must always be especial wodels for
British commanders in future coutinental wars; becauss
be modified nnd reconciled the great priociples of art with
the peculiar difficultics which a'tend generals controlled by
policicians who prefer parliamentary intrigue to national in-
lerests. An English commander must not trust his fortuns.
He dare not risk much, however conscious he may be of per-
sonal resonrces, when ouo disaster will be his ruin at home ;
his measures must bs subordinate to this primary conndera-
tion. Wolling'on's caution, springing from that sewrce,
has led friends and foes slike into wroog eonelusions ss to
bis ayatem of war: the French call it want of enterprise,
Limidity ; tbe English have denominated it the Fabian sye-
tem. ‘I'hese are mere phrases. His system was the sume
s that of ull great groerals.”

It is not difficult to collate ““the peculiar diffi-
cultics’ which thus attended Wellington, with
gimilsr expericnces in the career of more than
one of our own Generals. For instance, it ap-
pears from the testimony of Genersl Burnside,
borne before the Committee of Investigation ap-
pointed to inquire into the circumstancss of the
battle of Frcdericksburg, that the Administration
after a cortain date retained Gen. MeClellan in
command of the Army of the Potomae only be-
canse (ien. Burnside refused to supersede him.
Gen. Burnside says ¢

#On the 7th or 8th of Nivember I received an order from
the Prerident of the United States, directing me to take
command of the Army of the Potomae, and al.o a copy of
the order relieving Gien. MeClellan from that eommand.
This order was couveyed tome by Gen. Buskingham, who
was attached to the War Departinent.  After getting over
wy surprise, the shock, &o , I told Gen. Buakfnghm that
it was a matter that required very serious thought ; that 1
did not want tha command ; that it had beeo offered to me
tw ee before, and I did not feel that I conld take it: I
cuubeellpd with two of my stafl 14 in regard toit for, I
should think, an_hour and a hsif. They urged upon me
that I had no right, as a eoldier, to disobey the order, and
that I had already expressed to the Government my un-
willingnesa to (ake the command. I told them what m
views were with refereace to my ability to exercite iue{
o comand, which views were those I had uoreservedly
oxpressed, that I was not compstent tp pommand such a
large army ag this; | had sail the same over nnd over
again to the Pres‘dent and Beorelary of War; and also
that if matters could be satigfactorily arranged with Gen.
McClellan I thought ke command the Army of the
FPotomae better than other Genersl #m it, But they
hed studied the subjeet more than 1 had, and knew mere
about their obligations to Gen. M¢C ellan than [ did.

“ Theére h ' wome sonversation with regard to the
removal of Gen. MeClellan when he was bringing away his
army from before Richwond. The first of these conversa-
tions with the Prosident and the Secretary of War co-
curred at that fime.  And then, after Gen. McClellan had
got H'ugm Washington, and before the commenosment :}
the Maryland eaxmpaign, there wns another conversation
the same ._-&nd on both of thess occasions I ex-
pressed to the Presldent tho opicion thet Tdid not think
there was anly one who could do ag mweh with that army as
Gken MeC| could, if matters conld be so arranged ag
fo removs {heir oljections (o him."

Gon. Buraside, it will be seen, distinetly gives
his opinion that something more than the military
ability of Gen. McClellan was easential to his sue-
cess ag & commander. Tt was also negossary that
‘he should have the confidenge and support of the

Administration. He expresses the opinion that
“ f matters could be satisfactorily arranged with
Gen. MoOlellan he thought that officer gould eom-
maond tho Army of the Potomac botter than sny
other Generalinit.”” And agsin, in describing the
cousiderations whioh had twice induced him to
deoline the sommand, he says: “ On both of these
I expressed td the President the opinion that I did
not think there was any one who could do as much
with the army as Gen. MeClellan could, if matters
could be so arranged as to remove their objections
to him.”” It would have been impossible for Gen.
Burnside to express more strongly the disadyan-
tages under which Gen. MeClellan remained in
command of the Army of the Potomae after its
withdrawal from Huarrison’s Landing. No com-
mander can count on the support of superiors who
have again and again sought to compass his dis-
placement.

And as ‘““public opinion'’ pursued Welling-
ton in the Spanish Penitsula, projectiog its sha-
dows neross the plans of his campaign, so in our
present war. We have had frequently to deplore
this same disturbing presence, from the day when
the “ on to Richmond"” ery precipitated the first
ill-fated advance upon Manassas down to the recent
disaster at Fredericksburg. How the voice of
popular impatience urged our Generals to make
that last unfortunate attack is confessed by Gen.
Sumner, when, in his testimony, he spoke as fol-
lows :

“1 was in favor of crossing the Rappuhsanock bicause
neither our Government nor our peopls would be sstisfied
to have our army to retire from this position or go into
winter quarters until we knew the foroe that was on the
other side of the river ; and the only way in which we could
have that waa by going over there and feeling ol them.”

And so, too, when Gen. Woodbury made repre-
sentations to Gren. Halleck in favor of delaying the
movement of Gen. Burnside’s army from Warrenton
to Fredericksburg until the pontoons could bo for-
warded to the latier point, his suggestion found no
hearing, simply because it spoke of “delay.”” He
SaYS

Gen. Halleck's order to me of the 12th made it apparent
the army was preparing to march to Meﬁehhu?. As
to the time when the movement would be made, I never
received asny ioformation. Fearing, however, that the
movement would be precipitate, I went to Gen. Halleck’s
uffice and urged bim fo dorly the movement some five days,
in order that the pesessary preparstions might be made to
insure ite success. To this he replied that he would do no-
"“:f to delay for an instant the advance of the army -s::
Richmond. I rejvined that my suggestion was not inten
to cause delay, but rather to prevent it.

Bat it would be useless to multiply instances in
illustration of the analogics which exist between
the war of Wellington in the Spanish peninsula
and that now waging in our own land. Other
points of similitude are designated by Mr.
Stille, particularly in regard to the deficiencies of
regimental and staff officers, (a matter on which
the Prince de Joinville descants at length in bis
review of Gen. MeClellan’s operations,) the want
of a uniform policy in the Cabinet, the mistakes of
Generals, and the embarrassments created by politi”
cal factions; but for these we must refer cur read-
ers to the pamphlet itself. Those who have more
leisure will “wseek the fountains” in Napier's
“ Peninsuler War” and Gurwood’s Despatches of
Wellington.

THE WAR IN TENNESSEE.
ADVANCE OF THE UNION FORCES AND A
GREAT BATTLE AT MURFREESBORO".

HeapquarTerS FOURTEENTH ArMY Corps,
One mile from Murfreesboro’, Dec. 29.

Gen. Rosecrans’s simy moved on the enemy December
26—G:n. Thomas's grand division on the right, Geu. Me-
Cook's in the centro on tke Nolinsville pike, aud Gen.
Crittenden ou the lefe on the Murfrecsboro’ pike. Gen. Me-
Cook bad & sharp ckirmish, The 101st Ohio, of Carliv’s
brigade, eaptured one gun ard caissen from a Georgia bat
tery. Our loss was two killed snd five wounded. The
troops bebaved splendidly. There was also slight skirmish-
ing on the left. >

December 27th the army pushed on with sharp skirmish-
iog on the right snd left. Crittenden lost two killed, twen-
ty-seven wounded, and five prisoners. They killed and
wounded some rebels, captured thitty-sizx Alabama cavalry,
snd eaptured the bridges on Bteward's creek in gallant
stele. MeCook drove Hardee from Trinne, which liss due
west from Murfreesboro’. The weather was heavy and
the troopa fatigned. Gen. Negley's and Gen. Rosecrans’
divisions now muved to the ceutre, leaving MeGook on the
right.

On Sundey, the 25th, nothiog was dove, Gen. Roseerans
declining to attack on thay day.

The army was in motion st daglight on Decomber 20th.
Gen. Jeff. C. Davia moved npon Murfrecshoroe’, in advanes
on the right, on Bully Jack road, several miles north of
Triune. Geos. Negley and Rougseau's divieions of Tho-
mas's grand division in the centre snd Crittenden's corps
on the left, moved down Mucfreesboro’ and Jeffraon pikes.
Wood's and Vaneleve's divigions of the latter earps were
right and lelt respectively, while Pulmer's division was in
reserve,

A battle on Stewnrt's creck was sntic!pated, but except-
ing n duel between Paraon’s Sixth United States artillery
ond a rebel battery, st 9 o'clock A. M., to the right of
Murfreesboro’ pike, crossing Lhe creek, there was no en-
gagement. From ten to one all was quiet, cur army cross-
ing Stewart's ereek, from right to left, withont opposition.
At ove o'clock we were within six miles of Murfroes-
bors' on the direct pike, the army still pushing on in splen-
did style—McCouk, with Davis's, Sheridan's, land John-
son's divisions on the right; Thomas, with Negley's and
Roussenu's divieions in the erntre ; Crittenden, with Wood's
and Vancleve's divisions in front, and Palmer in ressrve
on the left. Tt was marvellous we were not etubboroly re-
sigted at Btewnri's creck.

At two o’clock we aro anticipatiog a battle, with some
doubt of n general cngagement at Murfrcesbore’. Now
and {ben there is & ecannon shot and a litte skirmishing
with cavalry. Gen. Rosrerans says his bendquarters will
be establishcd vear Murfreesboro’ this evening. Ha is
now at Blawart's cresk, ten miles from Murfreeshors’, snd
all but the ro:erve aro far ncross the creek. The grand
battle, if any, will be on Btone’s river, at Murfreesboro’.
The day is magnificeat.  Shonld the enemy evacuste Mur-
freesboro’ we shall pursus rapidly, anticipating a battle
near Shelbyville.

Near MURFREESBORO', (TSN ) Dre. 30,
The Fouiternth Army Corps made a general advanee
yesterdny, and pushed the rebels back seven or o'ght miles
Collina's brigade of Gen. MeCook's corps had a sharp
brush with the enemy just beyond Nolinaville. Cannonad-
ing took plase for an hour, the enemy wasting considerable
smmunition. Our troops resarved thoir fire until, ad-
vaneing briskly, by a dexterons flank movement, the 10154
Ohio enptured one gun and a eaisson. Wo Iost one killed
and three wonnded. A grusral engagament is imminent.
Our army is sweeping down all the ronds to Murfrecebore’.
Heavy artillery firing is now heard on the Nolinsville road,
where Gen. McCook in engaging the rebel Fiardes, The
wenther i§ damp nud the gronnd very hoavy.
Came, Tex MiLes reom MunrFRERSBORO',
Wednesday, Decomber 2]

Gen. Critfonden reports the onemy drawn up in line of
baltle on the oast side of Stono’s river. menneiog Gen.
Rosecrans. He is orlersd to form in lina of battle, two
divisiong in frest, one In ressrve and covering bir flanke,
ard Gens. Negley snd Roussean to olose up. Gea. MeCook

L il s
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Btone's rivar, frow Murlreesboro’ to Frauklin A
:-u.r aupo::r'-‘or' bis foros hd&imm&

tenden’s live. It now appears that s great battle will be
fought on Btoue's nyer to-morrow, in front of Mur-
freeaboro’.
——— A — ,
A GREAT BATTLE, WITH HEAVY LOSSES.

The fullowiog has beea received at the War Deopartment
from the Government telegrapbic supeiiatendent, who is
uow in the Woest : .

CLEVELAND, (ORI0.) JAN. 2, 1863,
Hon. E. M. BTANTON, Beeretary of War :

The following is just received from Cincionati, dated
Murfreesboro’, January 1, 1863 ;

" A terrible battle was fought yesterday. The latest
from the field ia up to noon. The rebsl centre hod been
broken, aud things looked invorable. The losses reported
are lenormogs. Gens. Stauley, Rousseau, and Palmer are
wounded, aud the rebel Gens. Chestham and Raing killed.”

—— e

TWO HOURS LATER FROM THE m»

Near Munrreessono, Decempes 31.

Our entire lins suffored terribly this morsing. Four re-
gimunts of regulars lost half of their men aud all of their
commanding officers. The Anderson troop suffored se-
verely. Msjors Rosengarten and Ward were killed, and
Generals Btanley, Roursean, and Pslmer were wounded.

Two o'clack P. M.—Gen. Thomas brewks the rebel gen-
tre and drivés the enemy the distance of a mile, We ad-
vauce the eutiro line, which Geo. Rosecrans is personsliy
superintending. One shot killed two of his staff. The
Fifteenth Wisconsin lost seven captains.

Gen. Negley's artillery is still mowing the rebels in the
centre. Critlenden’s left wing has taken the entrsnch-
ments at Murfreesboro,

The 1ebel guerillaa Cheatham and Raines were killed,

—_—— ——

THE LATEST—THE REBELS RETREATING.

NASHVILLE, JAN. 2. —A terrible battle bas besn fought at
Murfreesboro’, involving the reversst carnage of the war,

The United Btates forces encountered the rebals on the
30th ultimo vear Stone's Creek. After heavy skirmish-
ing on both sides the rebels were driven back. We eap-
tured a hundred prisoners, and killed and wounded & large
number. Our loss on this oceasion was seventy killed and
wounded.

At daybresk on the 31st the fight was renewed with
great fary. Gen. McCook's corps being opposed to Hare
dee. After desperate fighting, with heavy loss on both
sides, Gen. MeCook retrested two miles. He soon rallied
his men, bat was again driven back, and at night was four
milea this side of the ground occupied in the moramg.

The fight continued until ten o’clock at night, st which
time we had maintained our position. The Federal loss
was very heavy. Among our killed are: Brig. Gen
Lieut. Col. Garesche, Chief of (Gen, .0!::“!‘;‘: l:ml’f
Brig. Gen. Willich, of Indians; Col. Kell, ¢f the Becvad
Obio regiment ; Col. Shaffer, Acting Brigadier Geberal;
Col. Furmer, of the Fiftcenth Kentucky regiment; Col
Jones, of the Twenty-fourth Obiv ; Lieut. Col, Cotton, of
the Bixth Keotucky; Lieut. Col. Jooes, Thirty-ninth Jg-
disna; Msjor Carpenter, of ihe Nineteenth m;
Major Rosengarten, of Philadelphia, (Anderaon' Troop;)
Capt. Garretd, of the Nineteenth Illinsis ; Col.
of the Eighteenth Wisconsin Battery; Licut, :
of the Fifteenth Wisconain. L

Amorg the wounded are: Brig. Gen. E. M. Kirk, o
Lllinois ; Brig. Gen. Wood, of Indisaa; Brig. Gen. Van
Cleve, of Minnesota; Col. Cassale, of Obio; Major Gen.
Roaseau, of Kentucky ; Lisut. Col. Berry, Fifth Kentucky
Mpjor Slemmer, Bixteenth Regulars; Mujor King, Fif-
teenth Regulare, aud many others.

The Twenty-firat, Tweoty-fifth, and Thirty-Ath Illiveis
regiments lost two-thirds of their nwnbers, and the Fif-
teenth and Thirty-eighth Tlinois one-half ; the QOne-Hun
dred-avd-first Obio lost 125 men ; the Thirty-eighth l'n?
diana lost about the same number.

The total nember of killed and wonnded is estimated at
twenty-five bundred. Tbe rebel loss exceeds ours. Gen
J. E. Raines was killed ; Gen, Cheatham was mnh(l
snd taken prisoner.

We bave captured five hundred pri + Among
are the following rebel comminsj 'onl:d.oo;:::t: Iajo: n
Franklin, Thirtieth Arkansas; Capt. W. E. Johoson !na
cond Arkavsas: Capt. J. R, Eagle, Seeond Arh;nr
Capt. 8. C. Stone, First Tennssses Cavalry. :

The fight was renewed st three o'clock on the moruiog
of January Ist. Cannonsding was heard at Nashville at
ton o’cloek A. M. Wood's and VanCleve's divisions were
in Murfreesboro” drising the ecemy, who were in ful
retreat.
Many buildivgs have been taken in this city for hospital

purposes. (Gireat bumbers of the wounded are now being
brought in,

T — " .

LOCAL MATTERS.

OBsSERVANCES OF NEw YEAR'S Day — i
weather of Thuraday was most propitious &mﬂl
change of those cirilities which, in mecordance with cus-
tom, marked the advent of the nsw year. The sombre
clouds which bad draped the sky on the precedivg day fled
with the dying year, and the chesrful sunsbige robed its
successor in huss of light and beauty.

« The dey was genarallyjobsersed as a holyday. The Ex-

‘ecutive Dopartmente, the navy yard, the arsenal, the baok-

ing housar, and most of the larger oc mmereial bonaes and
prominent places of busiuess were closed, and during the
entite day our priocipal thoroughfares were erowded with
multitudes of peopla of all tges, sexen, and conditions of
life, each and all sesming bent on the enjoyment of the fue-
tivities of the day nceording to their various tastes and
fancies. The general quiet and good order which prevailed
throughout the city were not (he least plensing features of
the ocecasion.

The Executivo Mansion was of courss the great cantre
of attraction, and thither thousands focked at an early
hour, and long befora the gates wers thrawn optn to the
pablio. In anticipaticn of the masses of people that would
be in attendanes, such police Arrangements were made as
proved effective in preventing the slightest disorder or con-
fasion. A military guard from one of the Peansyivania
regiments doing provoest dlll’, in this city aod a strong
force of the Metropolitan Polics were stationed at the
pertico of the Mansion, the policemen forming a line
through the passage ways to (he reception room.

The meibers of the Diplomatic Corps, in full costume,

paid their respects to President LixcoLs aod bhia excel-
lent wife about ten o'clock, and, after exchaagiog the salu-
tationn of (he season, were fullowed by the Juidgea of the
Bupreme Conrt and of ths Conrt of Claims, and by the offie
cers of the Army and Navy in full dress. All the inter-
views were of the most cordial and agresable charseter.
At noon the doors woero oponed to the immense erowd
of persons who pressed furward in good order to pay
their raspects to the Proesident. The ceremony of inkro-
dnetion was performed by Marshal Lamox. The Pre
sident recoived his numeroun visiters with great aflability,
giving onch a cordial grasp of the hand, and ¢ ceasionally
droppiog a few plensnnt words to some of his more inti-
mate friends.
Becretaries SEWARD, CHASE, and STANTON, and Aftor-
ney Genaral BATES, slzo recaived and entertainad large
numbers of visiters, incloding many distingnished person-
ageain civil, diplomatic, military, and naval oirclos.  Sesre-
tary WeLLES and Postmaster BLair had no receoptions, in
eonsequenco of recent destha in Lheir families,

Mayor WALLACH likewise received and sutertained Lis
friondu in olegnnt style. Beside (he countless throngs that
paid their respects to him, the ontire body of the Metro-
politan Police visited his hospitabla resideses in the
afternoon,

Major B. B. French, Commissionsr of Publie Bulld-
fngs; District Attorney CARRINGTON ; City Postmaater
Crerrase, and other officials, also had receptions, and
regaived the eompliments of the season from numerous
feiends, nmong whom they dispensed their elegant hoapi-
talition.

Maay of our p:iv‘s:o ocitizena thraw opon their doors, and
roceived numorous * eals." Sumptuous repasts were
spread by many of them for the enfertsinment of thelr

also reports his command on Wilkinson’s Creek, soven

gnoata,




